
 The Good News 
A Communication By and For the Florida Council of Catholic Women/Province of Miami  

 Prayer To Our Lady Of Good Counsel 
God of heavenly wisdom, you have given us Mary, Mother of Jesus, to be our guide and counselor. 

Grant that we may always seek her motherly help in this life and so enjoy her blessed presence in the life to come. 

O Mother of Good Counsel, patroness of the National Council of Catholic Women, intercede for us, that we may be wise, coura-
geous, and loving leaders of the Church. 

Help us, dear Mother, to know the mind of Jesus, your Son.  May the Holy Spirit fill us with a reverence for God’s Creation and 
compassion for all God’s children.  May our labors of love on earth enhance the reign of God; and may God’s gifts of faith and liv-
ing hope, prepare us for the fullness of the world to come.                                                                                                                    
Amen 
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As I come to the close of my term as FCCW President/Province Director, I 
am grateful to Archbishop Thomas Wenski and the Bishops of the six   
other Florida dioceses that make up the Miami Province.  They have been 
supportive of our work to serve God’s people through programs initiated 
by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, the National Council 
of Catholic Women, the Florida Conference of Catholic Bishops and   
Catholic organizations.  

Thank you to the Diocesan Spiritual Advisors who lift us up in prayer and support our 
work. Their presence gives us calm and courage.  

Several provinces have asked about or for information on what and how we do it. You 
have heard me and others say this and so true: WE ARE FLORIDA STRONG! Together 
we make a difference! 

With COVID this year, it has been challenging with few in person meetings but we  
never gave up. We Zoomed and put on masks to meet in order to continue to pray and 
work together. Because of the significant impact COVID had on so many, especially 
the loss of work, we experienced a new record collection for the FCCW annual charity: 
Hugs for the Homeless.  The total was over $56,000. 

The people serving on the FCCW Board for 2019-2021 will be recognized at the      
Province Mass and Banquet June 10, 2021 to be held at the Sheraton Orlando North in 
Maitland, FL.  

The elected 2021-2023 FCCW Board members are: 

FCCW President/PD: Myrna Wong, Diocese of Palm Beach 

FCCW Vice President: Tammy Farr, Diocese of Palm Beach 

FCCW President/PD Elect: Brenda Dolan, Diocese of Venice 

FCCW Secretary: Martha Klinikowski, Diocese of St. Augustine 

FCCW Treasurer: Pat Moore, Diocese of St. Petersburg 

Thank you to the outgoing board who persevered through the tough times and for 
their support of me as the President/PD.  Our Lady of Good Counsel, pray for us.  
            

   

President/Province Director                                                              Sheila Hopkins 



IN MEMORIUM 

Rev. Joseph F. Connolly, TOR 

August 9, 1941—January 16, 

I will always remember Fr. Joe for his ability to lift 

me up with laughter and his ever inspiring words to 

make my day!  I am a better person for having 

known him in my life. 

Myrna Wong 

Fr. Joe always had a smile and joke ready.  He     

always prefaced his hellos to me as “Martha,          

Martha, Martha”.   

Martha Klinikowski 

What I remember most about Fr. Joe was his sense 

of humor and the fact that we would swap jokes at 

FCCW.  He was a good audience for me and I for 

him. 

Rosi Schuhmacher 

Father Joe was good to me during my stretch of 

illness and for that I was grateful. I am sure he 

is smiling down on FCCW that he loved so 

much. 

Sister Anna Mae Frenzik 



FCCW Immediate Past President       Jean Bazley 

President/Province Director Elect 

As we come to the final months of this Board’s time together, I want to take 

the time to thank each of you for your service to your Diocese and the 

FCCW. 

We have had a tough several years without our normal events and meetings, however we 

have kept in touch and I am grateful for that from all of you. 

It has been my pleasure to serve as your President/ Province Director Elect and my hope is 

that you will continue to support the FCCW in whatever manner that you can.  Please always 

feel that you can reach out to us for anything and I ask that you will keep the FCCW in your 

prayers as we will do the same for you. 

Myrna L. Wong 

President/Providence Director-Elect                                  Myrna Wong 

Jean Bazley 

FCCW Immediate Past President 

May 6, 2021 

  

 Congratulations to all our dioceses for the success of their conventions!  It is certainly wonderful to 

be together again.  Even though it was a year of COVID, our affiliations did not stop.  I’ve had the opportunity 

to hear reports about some awesome projects that happened during this past year.  The dedication and    

service of our women is extraordinary!  Thank you for all you continue to do to serve!  We are Florida strong! 

P.S.  Looking forward to seeing everyone at the FCCW Banquet on June 10th! 



Miami Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women 

President       Archdiocesan Spiritual Advisor  

Marliese Ljuba       Very Rev. Michael J. Greer, V.F 

843 Largo Rd       Assumption Catholic Church 

Key Largo, FL 33037      2001 So. Ocean Boulevard 

(305) 340-8719       Lauderdale-by-the-Sea, FL 33062 

mljuba33@gmail.com      (954) 941-7647 

 

“Expect great things from God, attempt great things for God” 

May 5, 2021 

SUBJECT: 2020-2021 President’s Report 

 

Dear Madam President and FCCW Board Members, 

 

This year was a challenging year. All of the MACCW board meetings and events were held virtually. God willing we are planning to 

meet in person for our summer board meeting. 

 

MACCW has 3 Districts, North, Central and South District. Elections were held and new Presidents were elected in the Central and 

South Districts.  Cathy Donn is our new Central District President and Bonnie Eaves was elected to represent the South District.  

 

Our private Facebook page is up to over 90 members and growing. We even have a few members from others Dioceses that are 

members. Social media has been a great way of communicating with members and keeping them up to date with Archdiocesan 

news, and live streaming various MACCW events.  

 

We held a few raffles over the year that were very successful. We raffled off two Coach purses, a mailbox that was in the shape of a 

church, and our big lucky numbers raffle.  

 

We attempted a live rosary via Facebook. For 2022 I would like to hold more spiritual events for the ladies. 

 

Our most successful event of the year was our scholarship fundraiser. We raised more funds this year than any other year. We rose 

over $18,000, to send three girls to Catholic high schools within the diocese.  Fr. Greer celebrated Mass for us at his parish,        

Assumption Catholic Church. Some members attended the Mass, while others participated via live streaming. After Mass we held a 

raffle. The jackpot was $500. The winner of the Jackpot was the Scholarship Fund! Some of the donors put that purchased raffle 

tickets put them in the name of the scholarship fund. Our affiliations and individual donors sent in prizes for the raffle. They       

included: gift cards, jewelry, a NCCW scarf and 100 year NCCW history book. It was a beautiful Mass and a beautiful day. Some of 

us were able to join together for nice lunch with Fr. Greer.  

 

Madame President, on behalf of the Ladies of MACCW I would like to thank you for your service to Florida Council of Catholic 

Woman.  I would personally like to thank you for being a great mentor to me during the first year of my presidency. Thank you for 

putting up with me. 

 

Marliese Ljuba- MACCW President 

Archdiocese of Miami        Marliese Ljuba, President 



Diocese of   Orlando                                                     Virginia Hagan, President 

Orlando Diocesan Council of Catholic Women 

Article for the FCCW “The Good News” 

May 2021 

My first year as the ODCCW President has certainly been unique.  It has not been at all as I had imagined.  
When I   began my term of office we were in the middle of this terrible pandemic.  The challenges were     
before all of us, and we quickly began to do all we could to assist our Affiliations who are the foundation of 
this organization.  The challenges became opportunities for all of us to grow! 
 
We began with learning all about Zoom.  It is a great vehicle for continuing our CCW meetings and to stay in 
touch with each other.  This has become an invaluable resource for all of us in the ODCCW and I believe it 
will continue to help us gather as our Diocese is so spread out.  It has always been a challenge for us to meet 
with our sisters in different Deaneries, but no longer! 
 
Our ODCCW members learned to do things in a completely different way.  But they rose to the challenge.  It 
has been truly remarkable to watch as they have adapted to the way meetings were held, kept spiritualty in 
their affiliations and parishes, fundraised and served their community under these circumstances.  They were 
so resilient and inventive!  It was amazing to see what they accomplished.  
 
So, not only has Covid had a negative effect on all of us but it has bought us closer together; closer to God 
and closer to each other.  We have learned from and shared our God given gifts with help each other.  What a 
wonderful and knowledgeable group of Council sisters!  Even though they were challenged to figure out how 
to work safely within the CDC guidelines, they did!  Each of our five deaneries participated in the “Walking 
With Moms in Need” program with Catholic Charities and many other service projects!   It is proof of God’s 
hand in everything we do.   
 
The end of the year was topped with our “ODCCW Family Reunion” otherwise known as the 53rd Annual 
ODCCW Convention in Melbourne.  We were thrilled by the attendance of 175 considering the Covid       
restrictions.  We were even more excited about the 52 First Time attendees that participated in the First Time 
Attendees Workshop!  The generosity of our members constantly amazes me.  At each convention we ask for 
donations from them for a particular need in our Diocese.  This year we collected diapers and wipes for 
“Walking with Moms in Need” for Catholic Charities.  We collected over $4000 worth of products as well as 
monetary donations!  Our speakers were inspiring and helped us to grow in spiritually, leadership and service.   
 
Our next event is our Leadership Symposium entitled “Leadership Picnic”.  It will be held at the Lake Yale 
Baptist Center in Leesburg, FL on July 24 and 25, 2021.  It will begin with our keynote speaker followed by 
workshops for all officers, commission chairs, on team building, as well as social media, parliamentarian   
procedures and a skit by our Diversity Committee over the two days.  Of course, we will be having a good 
time too with “Fun and Games” on Saturday evening.  The registration form is available on our website 
ODCCW.org under Resources/Convention & Leadership Training.  Love for you to join us! 
 
We know we can meet the challenges ahead of us as “With God All Things are Possible!”.  I look forward to 
another year of working with the ODCCW membership as well as all of you. 
 
Love and God Bless!  Ginny 
Virginia “Ginny” Hagan 
ODCCW President 
 



Reverend Fathers and Council Sisters. 

The Palm Beach Diocesan Council of Catholic Women has been busy with Deanery meetings, elections      
installations, fundraisers and we are getting ready to have our one-day convention on May 14th. 
 
This President has had the pleasure of installing all the new officers in each Deanery at their general 
meetings.  The women that have been chosen for the new officers are outstanding and I congratulate them 
all on their achievements and hard work they have done to make our Council’s great. 
 
As we prepare for our Convention, we will be awarding six women from 2019 to 2021 as Outstanding    
Leaders from each Deanery, along with one Woman of Council Award from the whole Diocese. There were 
so many women that submitted nominations, but it had to be narrowed down to six.  
 
We will present Bishop Barbarito with a mock check showing our volunteer service hours over the last two 
years in the amount of $6,510,496.  Also presented to the Bishop will be our donations to the Burse Fund 
and A Place at the Table – to help feed the homeless.  
 
Our new officers will be installed after the celebration of Mass.  Province Director elect, Myrna Wong, will do 
the installation.   
 
It has been a pleasure and honor to represent the Palm Beach Diocesan Council of Catholic Women and I am 
truly blessed that I have met so many wonderful women during my two years of presidency.   
 
The Lord is our Master and we are His Masterpieces, 
 
Laurie Ulseth 
President 
Palm Beach Diocesan Council of  Catholic Women 

Diocese of Palm Beach                                                 Laurie Ulseth, President 



Diocese of Pensacola/Tallahassee                                     Joan Walker, President 

 

The 46th Annual Convention of the Pensacola-Tallahassee Diocesan Council of Catholic 

Women H E R E  I  A M !  was held on April 24 at St Rita Parish in Santa Rosa Beach. 

 

OMG!  Those women were so happy to be together!  There were 165 of them! plus a bishop, a priest, and 

a layman.  180 had registered but a prediction of severe thunderstorms kept several at home that day.  The 

new gymnasium / reception center at St Rita held them very comfortably. 

 

What brought so many when we hoped for 100 at most?   

· Bishop Bill Wack celebrated Mass and attended the luncheon; 

· Bishop Bill’s brother Fr Neil Wack was a guest speaker (he gave 2 talks); 

· Most attendees had received their covid vaccinations and felt comfortable socializing. 

· People are hungry for fellowship and spiritual nourishment; 

 

Highlights of the day included: 

· Brotherly banter between the brothers Wack; 

· Cuban cuisine lunch by Café Rico; 

· Lunch with the Bishop Raffle drawing; 

· A talk on post-abortion healing by Project Rachel coordinator Kelly Lehmann held listeners spellbound; 

· A Burse Club check for $311,000 presented to the Bishop! (everyone had horns and whistles to blow at the 

moment the check was presented :) 

 

Other stats: 

· Lunch with the Bishop Raffle earned $4620; 50% will be donated to the Burse Club after Lunch is paid for; 

· Three carloads of baby items donated to Matthew’s Nursery at Catholic Charities Fort Walton Beach office, 

plus monetary donations totaling $1,257; 

· Younger women attended – some in their 20s, 30s, 40s, and 50s;  

· Twenty women registered as guests; 

· 88 were first-time attendees! 

 

PRAISE THE LORD!!  He called them and they answered:  HERE I AM! 

 

 

Joan Walker  

Pensacola-Tallahassee DCCW president  



Diocese of St. Augustine                                               Susan Pritchett, President 

St. Augustine Diocesan Council of Catholic Women 

Susan Pritchett, DCCW President 

 

Reverend Fathers and Council Sisters, 

This year we celebrate 91 years of history for the St. Augustine Diocesan Council of Catholic Women and, of course, 101 years for 

the National Council of Catholic Women.  

Spiritually, I think we have all grown from our experiences this past year. 

Even though we could not meet personally, we learned that technology was our friend. If you have never considered Zoom or   

conference call, you quickly learned that it provided us with a way to not only meet and plan, we were able to see and hear our 

friends and it began a wonderful tool for communication.  We missed personal gatherings so with the dawning of a new decade, 

we once again meeting in person. How precious our time together is! 

In the fall, just like clockwork, we raised funds for Respite via our Belk’s Sale. We were already experts at online shopping and 

those $5.00 tickets were truly cash in hand. 

Shortly after our New Year began, I received a wonderful Letter from Bishop Estevez with a list of recipients of our Born Free and 

Respect Life donation funds.   

Although, the Diocese of St. Augustine had to schedule the Anniversary Mass virtually, our Affiliations who normally are able to 

participate at the Mass and reception, answered the call for a spiritual bouquet by saying over 1400 rosaries for our Anniversary 

Couples. What a wonderful way to celebrate with prayers being offered to our Blessed Mother. Our Affiliations, although a little 

challenged by not having in-person meetings, became proficient at communication. They kept up with dues, held raffles and con-

tinued to support their parishes. Those of our parish and surrounding communities who where most needy, were our main focus.  

Our food banks and St. Vincent de Paul were desperate for help and our Councils answered that call.  

We helped new moms and families with diapers and clothing. Several of our parishes are participating in our newest ministry 

“Walking with Moms”. We thank the Bishops for their continued support for this wonderful program. 

Although Christmas was a challenge, many of our parishes had giving trees or similar projects to help those struggling to cope with 

loss of jobs and income here in our own Diocese. Our support to Catholic Relief Services and Cross Outreach helps our brothers 

and Sisters in other countries. 

Hugs for the Homeless will surely go down as one of our great fundraisers. Who knew a year ago, that so many would depend on 

this financial aid? The Burse Club continues to help those who are prayerfully answering God’s call. 

Our Convention theme this year was “Here I Am Lord”. We were able to gather at our beautiful Marywood Retreat and Convention 

Center with 80 amazing women. We were blessed to have 18 first-time convention attendees. 

We are truly blessed in this Diocese with faithful, spiritual, generous women who share their God given gifts. That is what saying 

“Here I am Lord” is all about. Saying yes, not only in good times, but in times where we are challenged. We sometimes face a Good 

Friday in our every day lives, but there is always Easter Sunday, a Celebration of the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

Your Sister in Christ, 

Susan Pritchett, DCCW President, Diocese of St. Augustine 

 



Diocese of St. Petersburg                                                   Beth Aubin, President 

Reverend Fathers and Council Sisters, greetings from the St. Petersburg Council of Catholic Women. 

We are finally opening our parishes in our area and plans are underway for the 2021-2013 term. 

Fr Ted Costello would like to tell all of you that he is proud of all the ladies for doing a good job under 

 very unusual times, keep the faith and keep smiling! 

 

Most of our ladies have received their vaccines and are still wearing their masks!! 

We have been praying the Rosary every Monday Night by zoom since the beginning of August. The ladies enjoy    

chatting  afterwards. We also have our Convention meeting the same night and this has worked out well for all of us. 

 

Call letters have been sent out for our 53rd Annual Convention “Courageously Living the Gospel though the Lives 

of Catholic Women” scheduled for Aug 12-15th, 2021. 

We are excited that our NCCW President Jean Kelly and our FCCW Sheila Hopkins will be attending. 

We will be having speakers from our Diocese, Diane Kledjik, Director of Marriage and Family Life, Spirituality Work-

shop, “Living our Faith between Sundays” and Sabrina Schultz, Catholic Relief Services, and our Service Commis-

sion Chairmen, Doreen Ward, Theme: “To Serve with A Heart like Jesus”.  

Our Welcome Dinner “Happy Campers Annual Firefly Dinner at Camp Costello” Fr. Ted is our camp ranger, and it 

is also his birthday. If you would like to come see me June 11, 2021. 

The Celebration of the Mass: Presider: Fr. Ted Costello will take place at Christ the King Church, Tampa We 

will be “Honoring our Priest” at our Friday Night Dinner Guest Speaker Fr Connor Penn, Our Living Rosary will 

take place Saturday, followed by dinner and Fun Night by our Our Lady of Grace District’s game night. “District 

Feud”. 

District Changes: 

After a proposal from Patricia Moore, discussing our present Districts having less affiliations, a committee of 6 

people was formed, Missy Garrett, is Chairman, Districts are going from 6 to 3. This will make the districts 

stronger, less time and money spent since these wonderful ladies work and it is still in the planning stage and     

everyone is cooperating with the change. 

 

Happenings around the Districts and Affiliations: 

Holy Family CCW – Had a raffle, $500.00 pair of earrings. Donation went to their church. 

Our Lady of Life Service Commission  

Our Lady of Life District – Our Lady of the Rosary – Spring Bake sale donation $500.00 to 

                                               Bridging Freedom, $250 to BVF  

Our Lady of Grace – had elections, installation, and Handmaiden of the Lord rewards. 

 

We have lost two wonderful ladies this past year Jan DeBonville and Geri Maliki both Past SPDCCW Presidents. We 

will keep their families in our prayers. 

The main thing I feel is that we have to keep in touch with our ladies, by either zoom, a phone call, a greeting card, just 

to let them know we are thinking about them. You will enjoy our energetic new president. 

Sell those tickets for the beautiful baskets!! 

May Our Lady of Good Council keep you and your family safe. 



Dear Women of the Council: 

     Best wishes and joy to everyone. During this past year and a half of the pandemic, I extend 

a shout of gratitude and thanks for all your great works.  

I am sending you these words of encouragement:  we must have self-respect and respect for 

one another: 

S et goals. 

E xercise. 

L ove yourself. 

F ocus on fitness. 

 

Rest and relax. 

E at right. 

S mile. 

P ortray positive. 

E njoy life. 

C are for others.  

T ell yourself you can do this! 

     Perhaps if we put all this into practice, we can spread the love of Jesus to one another and 

put aside our differences to work for the common good of all God’s people. 

 

 

Fr. Ted Costello 

Spiritual Advisor for the Diocese of St. Petersburg 

Diocese of St. Petersburg Spiritual Advisor                                     Fr. Ted Costello 



Diocese of Venice   Brenda Dolan & Ellen Bachman, Co-Chairs 

As we close out our term we reflect on the last two years. They have 

been  amazing examples of the curves and bumps in the road of our   

journey.  During what has been probably the most unprecedented and 

challenging of times....Corona Virus; COVID 19; we learned so much from our ladies of the Venice Diocesan 

Council of Catholic Women.  

 Our ladies not only stepped up, they lead the way in circumventing roadblocks thrown in their paths with 

the great example of their faith, humility and devotion to our Lord.  They created new ways and methods to 

serve that were never considered before.  And never were the needs greater. We are so very proud of each 

of them as they continue to move forward on their individual and group journeys. New jargons have         

become a daily reality, zoom meetings, virtual rooms,  drive-in meetings, social distancing, MASKS.....and 

through it all they continued being the Hands and Feet of Christ.  They had their long sleeve shirt and       

bandana collections, they had their baby showers, they held outdoor rosary rallies, they collected blankets 

and clothing for the homeless, they found ways to virtually hold events, they even found ways to hold their 

fundraisers.  Fashion Shows continued...even if the clothes were just shown via camera and on racks, Food 

and Bake Sales were held in parking lots, and they made sure that they kept in touch with the most           

vulnerable of our parishes.  When parishes were shutdown they even manned the phones on a voluntary 

basis in their parishes.  Events were planned, canceled, rescheduled, and then planned cancelled and        

rescheduled, etc.. However, in do time, we were able to update our calendars and hold several events.  One 

event the VDCCW is particularly proud of is our Golden Rose Award celebration.  In early April we finally 

were able to honor 26 young women with a Golden Rose Award covering 2020 and 2021.  We had a     

luncheon that included our Bishop who presented each of these awards, the young ladies’ families, their 

mentors and some priests.  Included in the award was a membership to the VDCCW Juniors and the NCCW 

Juniors. We also tried something new to our diocese and held a 4-week Zoom conference call to discuss in 

great length Pope Francis' encyclical "Fratelli Tutti".  This received tremendously positive feedback from our 

attendees. 
 

As our hearts were broken by the transitioning home to the Lord of our beloved Father Joe Connolly, we 

came together to cry and mourn our loss, to pray for his soul, and continue on as he knew we would in his 

honor, through our love and devotion to him.  As the time has passed each of us in our own ways have felt 

his presence, his guidance, and his continued love for his ladies.  He was such an amazing gift from God as 

Priest, friend , confidant, and confessor.  
 

At Father Joe's 50th anniversary of his Priesthood we read and presented him with a poem.  We would like 

to share that with you now, as it was true of Father Joe, and is true and a tribute to all of our Spiritual       

Advisors. 
 

Ellen Bachman 

Brenda Dolan 



Dear Sisters in Christ and Religious Advisors, 
 
Easter Greetings to you from Venice.  It is my great honor, privilege and joy to be appointed by Bishop Frank Dewane as 
the Spiritual Chaplain/Advisor for the Venice Diocese Council of Catholic Women.  I am very humbled and excited to be 
chosen for this ministry of which I have been very fond since 1995 while Pastor of Saint Frances X Cabrini Mission in 
Parrish, FL.  
 
The great works of charity, service to the church in promoting of vocations and spirit of prayer and voluntarism of a 
great number of Catholic women in our Diocese and all the U.S. brings memories of the enthusiasm and dedication of 
women in the ministry of Christ as well as post Resurrection communities of ancient Christians.  
 
Many FCC Presidents and Spiritual Advisors have already welcomed me by lovely cards of support and prayers.  Thank 
you all, and I am looking forward to meeting you in person at upcoming events. 
 
In Christ, 
 
Father Jay 

 

Always for Others 

By Easter Almuen 

You are the image and likeness of God 

But with you the morning awakens 

With the call to rise 

Not for you 

But always for others. 

 

God handpicked you from a myriad of souls 

Molded you since you were a babe 

To prepare you for a journey 

Not for you 

But always for others. 

 

God blessed you with wisdom 

To use to give form to his plans 

And love to carry them out 

Not for you 

But always for others. 

Mary walks with you 

Guiding and loving you 

For to her you are a Christ 

Not for you 

But always for others. 

 

You hold the Body of Christ 

Embrace his name and proclaim it 

And a father and counselor you have become 

Not for you 

But always for others. 

 

God forever bless you 

Walk and carry you when your feet are weary 

Bring peace and joy to your heart 

For though your life is never for you 

It is Christ’s and he delights in you. 

Diocese of Venice Spiritual Advisor     Fr. Jay Jancarz 



Spirituality Commission                                         Sharon Utterback, Co-Chairman                        

Our Lady of Good Counsel Award                           Sr. Anna Mae Frenzik, SSND 

Our Lady of Good Counsel Award 

Report  

All is set in order for the Award to be presented at the Banquet in June. Jean Bazley, my 

co-chair and I have been in contact with one another. We have also informed our Province 

Director, Sheila, as to the award ceremony.  My dear friend and committee member,     

Father Joe, had been an important part of deciding on the recipients of the award. He was 

a valuable member and a dear friend. There wasn’t a meeting of FCCW that he and I 

would sit and talk. Father Joe was good to me during my stretch of illness and for that I was grateful. Notes 

passed between us and during his illness he was assured of my prayers. I am sure he is smiling down on 

FCCW that he loved so much. 

Peace and prayers to all during this hard time! 

 

Sister Anna Mae Frenzik, SSND, Chairman 

Jean Bazley, CoChair 

READING OF SACRED SCRIPTURES 

Vatican II, in its document on Divine Revelation wrote; “The Church has always venerated the divine Scriptures just as it venerates 

the body of the Lord” (#21). 

When Jesus came “to announce a year of favor from the Lord.”  He began His public life in a synagogue by reading from the    

Scriptures, the prophet Isaiah (Luke 4:14-21). 

The Bible is a unique book. It is God’s book. He inspired it. He is its author. Thus, we call it the “Word of God”. So holy it is that 

after reading the gospel, the priest kisses the Word of God. 

Therefore the Bible must not be treated like every other book. It is God’s book. It deserves preferential treatment. The Bible 

should be enthroned in your home. 

Let’s get back to reading the Bible. Get in the habit of giving the Bible as a gift – at weddings, at graduation; and for children, a  

picture Bible. 

Remember the Bible is God’s Word, and the words of God are spirit and life (Jn. 6:64). 

What does the Church think of reading the Bible? 

Here is what the Church says:  “A partial indulgence is granted to the faithful, who with the veneration due to the Divine Word 

make a spiritual reading from Sacred Scripture. A plenary indulgence is granted, if this reading is continued for at least one half 

hour” (Enchiridion #50). 

Excerpts from Our Lady Teaches About Sacramentals and Blessed Objects  
By Rev. Albert Joseph Mary Shamon 
 
Submitted by: 
Sharon Utterback, 
FCCW Spirituality Co-Chair 



Spirituality Commission                                      Josephine Weiss, Co-Chairman                           

 
Last time, I had written about Mary, our Blessed Mother, Who humbly said, yes, to God's call. 
This time, I would like to write a little about St. Joseph, the foster father of Jesus, Son of God.  St. Joseph 
was a humble and righteousness man.  Because of his righteousness and obedience to God's call through 
dreams he received, he became Mary's husband.  He protected and watched over both the Virgin Mary and 
Jesus.    
 
He is the patron saint of the Universal Church, fathers, families, expectant mothers or pregnant women, a 
happy death, travelers, immigrants, house sellers and buyers, craftsmen, engineers and working people, and 
others. 
 
Most Rev. Frank J. Dewane, our Bishop of Venice, proclaimed a "Year of St. Joseph" last year through 
March 19, 2021 because of the Coronavirus pandemic. 
   
Since Pope Francis requested the whole Catholic Church celebrate a year of St. Joseph.  Thus, the year of 
honoring St. Joseph will continue until December 8, 2021.      
 
Our Diocese of Venice celebrates the year of family from March 19, 2021 to June 26, 2022 
www.dioceseofvenice.org/a-year-of-st-joseph/. 
 
World Day of Consecration of Priests takes place, every year, on the Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of 
Jesus which will fall on June 11 this year. 
 
This year's celebration of National Vocation Awareness Week by the Catholic Church in the United States 
will be from November 7 to November 13.  Per the USCCB website, the celebration is "to promote         
vocations to the priesthood, diaconate and consecrated life through prayer and education, and to renew our   
prayers and support for those who are considering any of these vocations". 
 
Let us honor our father and all who serves as one for us on Father's Day which will be celebrated on June 
20. 
 
Submitted by:  Josephine Weiss, Co-Chairman  
FCCW Spirituality/Vocation Committee 

file:///C:/Users/mklin/Downloads/www.dioceseofvenice.org/a-year-of-st-joseph/
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May 2021 

Diane Tugander -Service Co-Chairman 

Greetings All, it has been a long winter, spring is here and we will be together soon.  I   

continue to monitor the US Catholic Sister’s website and their blasts for what is happening 

around us, some highlights are listed below. 

I also have been receiving daily emails for Earth Day, with a 21-day environmental justice challenge and I 

watched the webinar PROTECTORS OF SACRED Places and Our Common Home "The Condor & The 

Eagle". Both very informative and enlightening. On the local front I have been following an ABC reporter 

Louis Aguirre and his local story Don’t trash our Treasure a look at how we can take care of our home    

environment and the creatures that live in our waters and among us. 

The U.S. Catholic Sisters Against Human Trafficking continue to do their thing, stopping pimps and saving 

children!  Many people think human trafficking is something that only happens somewhere else. But let me be 

very clear this crime is happening right here in our/your own neighborhood.  Many of these cases involve  

children who are being exploited in the worst way imaginable, by adults who trade their bodies for cash. 

I wish to update you briefly with some highlights of my full report. 

Ø Airports Human Trafficking detection programs 

Ø Designers with HEART, dressmaker uses fashion to fight Human Trafficking and an Australian brand 

is working to fight crime. 

Ø Immigration/migration continue to be a major issue, especially now during this pandemic. 

Ø Law enforcement continue to arrest, charge and prosecute members of local and international Human 

Trafficking rings. 

Ø The affects the global pandemic has had on society -Dr. Rosa Patti, Miami law professor and newly 

appointed member of Pope Francis’ Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development, who spoke 

at our last conference, believes that the pandemic-related economic downturn, business closures,     

increase in global unemployment and reduced incomes have contributed to greater human trafficking 

of children, women, domestic workers and undocumented migrants. 

➢  

 



Catholic Mobilizing Network has been hard at work to get their message out under the new administration. 

Thankfully, President Biden is the first sitting president to openly oppose capital punishment and to have  

campaigned on an anti-death penalty platform. We are prayerful and hopeful that he will declare an official 

moratorium for all executions in the United States. He also has the power to commute the 49 people currently 

on death row and to advocate Congress to end the death penalty here in America. We can help this process by 

signing the pledge on the Catholic Mobilizing Network website to educate, advocate, and pray to end the 

death penalty. 

Also, on the CMN website, there is a “Mercy Action Project” that you can sign up to be included in. This  

project gives you a list of upcoming executions, contact information for the state governors and parole board, 

an easy one-click clemency letter, resources for prayer, and prayer vigils for the day of executions. This is an 

added to the already in place First Friday prayer vigils held at 2 p.m. EDT. In May the vigil will have the   

special intentions for Quintin Jones scheduled to be executed May 19th in Texas and Paul Gamboa-Taylor 

scheduled to be executed May 14th in Pennsylvania. 

For those that are looking for possible resources for discussion on the death penalty, CMN has a book they are 

offering for purchase based on the insights of Sister Helen Prejean, CSJ. This book offers 7 sessions that    

employ Catholic Teaching, statics, testimonies, and questions for discussion on the problems with our legal 

system and the alternatives to capital punishment. The book is entitled Dignity and the Death Penalty. 

 

Walking with Moms in Need last year we were to kick off this incitive to identify local resources for pregnant 

women. The Catholic church should be an avenue to point women in difficult and crisis pregnancies in the 

right direction to help them receive services for themselves and their babies. Covid not only hampered the  

efforts of this incitive but increased the need for its success.  It’s never too late to start, it is a great way to 

reach women in your community and share the gifts that many of us possess. The Walking with Moms in 

Need website has all the materials you need to get started. If you sign up for the monthly newsletter you will 

receive updated information, prayer intentions for the month, and downloadable prayer cards. Pope Francis 

has called us to action and action is what we as the Council of Catholic Women do.  Remember God does not 

call the qualified, He qualifies the called. 

 

Order of Malta Pen Pal Program as many of us are learning a new normal during this pandemic and looking 

for things to do from the confines of our homes the Order of Malta’s Pen Pal program is a wonderful way to 

reach out to those that may or may not have any contact with the outside world. It is completely safe and 

anonymous you never use your last name or your address. The Oder of Malta website can and will walk you 

through the process right down to sample letters. Signing up is simple, fast, and free. This is something we 

can do right from the comfort of our homes. We are the hands and feet of Jesus and this is a way of visiting 

the imprisoned without leaving the comfort of our homes.  

 

Staci Duncan, Co-Service Commission Chair 

Service Commission                                             Staci Duncan 
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Leadership Commission                                             Linda Clark & Susie Harting 
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FCCW Leadership Commission 

May 2021 

The FCCW Leadership Commission has been communicating regularly with the NCCW 

Leadership Commission by attending all zoom meetings and keeping up to date with 

their goals and objectives.   When Jane Carter was the NCCW Leadership Chair, she 

developed a comprehensive booklet called, Introduction to NCCW.  This year’s        

commission decided to update this booklet (approximately 10 pages) and reintroduce it at 

our national convention.  It is excellent!  This booklet is not only very useful as a       

promotional marketing piece for new members, but it also serves as a teaching tool for existing members.   

We are so proud of all our members who have been ever so creative in staying in touch with their membership by using any means 

available to them during the pandemic.  To many, Zoom is no longer intimidating, in fact, many have mastered this technology with 

ease.  Projects have been completed and everyone should be immensely proud of all they have accomplished these past two years.   

Now is the perfect time to begin to plan for next year’s meetings and programs.  It is an excellent time to contact your membership 

and survey what would be beneficial to them.  It is also a great idea to have a meeting with your spiritual advisor and get him on 

board with a back to council retreat when you start meeting again in the fall.  Surveyed members reported year after year, that    

Spirituality is the number one reason they join our organization.  To share our faith with like-minded women and work toward goals 

that will benefit the less fortunate.  Members continue to make a positive difference in the world in which we live, by the work we 

do for NCCW.  And what a beautiful way to join our members in the unity of Christ and his mother, Mary, than to plan a Welcome 

Back Retreat to Council. Or you could create a Retreat and your council could sponsor it and then you could recruit new members.  

The possibilities are endless.   

1. Survey your members- sample survey will be online FCCW.org  

2. Set an Appointment with your Spiritual Advisor.  ASK for dates and times he is available to do a prayer or brief comments 

at your meetings. Give him a schedule of your meetings after the dates have been approved by the parish office and       

calendar.    Perhaps he could be a program speaker one month.  Ask him how the council could be of service to him.  Be 

there for him and let him know you and your members are ready to support him and your parish, deanery, or diocese.  

Briefly review what projects NCCW, FCCW, diocese, deanery and your local affiliation are working on and what and who 

they benefit.  This usually is an eye-opening experience for him.  Ask him how he likes to communicate, in person, phone, 

email, text?  Then use his preferred method.   

3. Schedule your Transition Meeting in June or early July.  After you have appointed your commission chairs, schedule a 

meeting for your board.   Many councils use this time to   distribute job descriptions (copies are in the NCCW Training 

Manual).  Each officer and commissioner should have a folder containing this with a list of goals and objectives for their 

time frame and full reports of what they accomplished.  Incoming officers should ask questions such as is there anything 

left undone?  Are there any ongoing projects that need our attention?  Communication is the key to a smooth transition and 

goal setting.   How are you going to achieve this?  Once again, we want to direct you to the NCCW Leadership Manual that 

the LTD team updated.  Make sure you have the latest copy.  Many successful councils have co-chairs.  This works for 

many reasons.  If you haven’t tried this yet, please consider doing so.   

4. Consider doing a Relationship Builder Exercise (example of one is on our website 

FCCW.org.).  This is so successful in building stronger relationships among your members.  

5. Mentor and Educate your members.  We cannot stress this enough.  If you want to be successful, you must nurture your 

membership and train them. For more information, please go to NCCW.org   

6. Remember Spirituality is the key to everything.  Weave it through your organization, in your programs, meetings, events.  

Begin and end with prayer at a minimum.   

7. Register and come to National Convention!  You will be empowered and meet so many wonderful sisters in council.  You 

will see firsthand why NCCW has prospered over 100 years, and you will learn how you can be part of our future legacy.    

 

Linda Clark and Susie Harting,  

FCCW Leadership Commission Co-Chairs 



FCCW LTD Report 

Leadership, Training & Development 

A Council Enrichment Program 

 

The response from our sisters both in-state and across the country has been incredibly positive in scheduling 

a Zoom training for their members.  To date we have had 11 Zoom Programs (5 in FL, 3 in MN, 1 each in TN, 

TX, UT) with many more ready to schedule this summer.  This has become so popular for many reasons.  It is 

our thought this fall or winter we would open “In-Person Training” again, but that all depends on the status 

of Covid-19.  In addition, we are considering keeping some of the Zoom Training, for the ease of convenience 

and cost.  If this does occur, we will ask the board to approve a $10.00 per person fee to go to NCCW, as we 

do for our in-person programs. There is no debate that the in-person programs are superior, however, we 

wanted to bring our members training outside the box during these last 18 months.   

LTD continues to evaluate and update our programs to bring our members the latest and most relevant     

information, suggestions, ideas, problem-solving, and proven strategies to our membership.  Each program 

considers the custom design of the host councils that schedule, and they still must fill out a detailed ques-

tionnaire outlining their strengths and area of concerns.  No two programs are the same. 

We are very proud of our team, both past and present, and will continue to serve as long as we are needed.   

 

LTD MOTTO: 

Being an effective leader is not about being the brightest star in the nights sky,  

it’s about making sure all the stars shine. 

 

Linda Clark and Susie Harting 

 

 

On a side note: My husband and I will be moving to the Hilton Head, SC area in a few weeks, but I am not really gone-gone.  I am 

only a phone call or email away.  God willing, I will be at the National Convention this year and be an active and participating mem-

ber as long as the good Lord allows me to be.  I cannot thank ALL of you for your love and support these past 37 years in Florida.  I 

have made life-long friends and have learned so much from you.  I have deepened my faith and am a better Catholic woman because 

of you and NCCW.   God bless you all, I know I have been blessed by you.  Our Lady of Good Council, pray for us.   Linda  

LTD report                                             Linda Clark & Susie Harting 

                                                                                              Co-Chairmen                          



Legislative Advocacy                                   Mary Woltman & Dr. Maria Knoll 

                                                                              Co-Chairmen 

Legislative Advocacy Report 

Reverend Fathers and Council Sisters:  

We wish to report the results of the 2021 Catholic Days at the Capitol 
(February 2-3, 2021). Following is an update to the legislative issues       

promoted by CCW this year:  

• Improved regulation of abortion laws and prohibiting abortion after 20 weeks gestation: Died in   

Committee ** 

• Repeal of the death penalty: Died in Committee ** 

• Conscience protections for health care providers: Died in Committee ** 

• Expanded access to state scholarship programs for students currently in private schools and         

increased parental empowerment by converting state scholarship programs to educational savings 

accounts: Passed 

(**This means, the defeat of the bill by not returning it from a committee to the House of Representatives or 
Senate for further action)  

 

This year 3 very important bills died in Committee.  Your Voice Was Needed and Missed! As each of you 
know, the Catholic Church is the paramount leader in advocating for all life from conception to natural death.  
Each of these bills would have supported that mandate and allowed our state to become much stronger 
against the Culture of Death which has invaded our society.  Life is no longer considered sacred by many.  
Please take some time to write, call or send a letter when Action Alerts are sent out from the Florida        
Conference of Catholic Bishops. Take a few moments to join the Florida Catholic Advocacy Network today 
and receive updates as they happen. 

“The world will not be destroyed by those who do evil, but by those who watch them without doing anything.” 
Albert Einstein.   

 

To sign up for alerts at the federal level: https://www.votervoice.net/USCCB/campaigns  

 

To sign up for alerts at the state level: https://flaccb.org/flcan-take-action  

 

Wishing you and your loved ones a blessed summer. 

 

Mary Woltman and Maria Knoll 

FCCW Legislative Advocacy Committee Co-Chairmen 



Public Relations/Sunshine                                                 Martha Klinikowski 

Hugs for the Homeless FCCW Report 

 

Greetings to all of our Spiritual advisors and Council Sisters of FCCW. 

In just a few weeks we will be able to be together and just like the 

new Christians “See and smile at one another”.  

In this year of uniqueness, I am here to tell you that it is our Council Sisters whom we 

can count on. We knew it would be a challenge this year and we would all try to do 

our best. I salute all of our creative, passionate, enthusiastic Council Sisters who put new meaning on the 

phrase “thinking outside of the box”. Outside of the box is what we have seen, and much has been             

accomplished in a time of uncertainty. Speaking of outside of the box… have you raised money online? We 

will have a tutorial later. 

The checks started arriving in Brenda’s mailbox. We were anxiously waiting. We checked back and forth and 

soon found several checks were in the mail. Days went by and more checks came in. However, at the        

suggestion of Madame President, we came up with a new absolute deadline of May 30th. In that way, those 

diocese hosting fundraisers during their conventions would have the opportunity to contribute as many    

affiliations haven’t been able to meet yet this year.  

Due to the May 30th deadline, I cannot give you a total amount but shortly we will know. A great big thank 

you to each of our diocese for getting the names and information to Brenda for our recipient organizations. 

 God has blessed us to be able to bless others. 

Hugs for the Homeless                                                                     Julie Rothery 

Thank you to Sheila for asking me to be her Public Relations/Sunshine Chair.  I have enjoyed 

my term in office.  I love publishing the newsletter.  I am getting better and better at getting 

the cards out.   

 

Since my last report, I have sent out the following cards: 

 FEB:  1 Thinking of You   APR:  3 Birthday 

  4 Birthday     1 Ordination 

 MAR:  4 Birthday    MAY:  2 Birthday 

   1 Sympathy      7 Ordination 

   1 Welcome 



CALENDAR 2021 

 

June 4-5 Venice DCCW Convention 

AUG 12-15 St. Petersburg DCCW Convention 

AUG 25-28 NCCW 101th Anniversary 

 

Florida Conference of Catholic Bishops (flaccb.org) 

Join the Florida Catholic Advocacy Network (FLCAN) – sign 

up to receive emails that include news and action 

items related to legislative issues. 

Text FLCAN to 50457 on your smart phone to receive     

action alerts. 

Candidate Questionnaire Project (CQP)– FCCB will be      

releasing responses to its CQP questionnaire for state 

and federal candidates 

Catholic Days at the Capitol 

 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (usccb.org) 

Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship was revised by the USCCB in 2015.  This document is   

available for download at http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship We 

should each take the time to read this document before voting this year. 

                   Call to prayer for Life, Marriage and Religious Freedom (usccb.org/pray) - you can sign up to     

               receive weekly text or email reminders to pray and fast on Fridays.  

WEB SITES 

NCCW:  nccw.org 

FCCW:  flaccw.org 

USCCB:  usccb.org 

FLACCB:  flaccb.org 

A/DCCW WEB SITES 

 
Miami:  maccw.org 

Orlando:  odccw.com 

Palm Beach:  pbdccw.org 

Pensacola-Tallahassee:  ptdccw.org 

St. Petersburg:  spdccw.org 

St. Augustine:  stadccw.com 

Venice:  vdccw.org 

 

http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship

